Carcinoma in situ of the vulva. Long term prognosis.
Seventy-four patients with carcinoma in situ (CIS) of the vulva were followed over a 10-year period. The mean age was 52.8 years (range 21 to 90 years). Pruritus was the most common symptom. Forty per cent of the women were asymptomatic. Twenty-three per cent had a history of carcinoma in situ of the uterine cervix. Single lesions of CIS were found in the perineal area in 22 per cent, in the labia major and minor in 23 per cent, and in the clitoris in 7 per cent. Forty-two per cent of the patients had CIS in two or more of those areas. Seven of 74 patients (10%) had previously been irradiated for pelvic malignant tumours. Three women developed invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the vulva, two of them were previously irradiated. All 74 patients were treated surgically in different ways. Out of 38 women with histologically free margins of surgery, 6 had recurrence of dysplasia or CIS.